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Paper Overview

Section A Poetry (25 marks) 

• Choose one question from the anthology 

you have been studying. You will have a 

choice of 2.

• The poem is printed on the paper.

Section B Prose (25 marks) 

• Choose one question based on the novel 

or anthology of stories you have been 

studying. You will have a choice of 2.

• You will have a choice of an extract or full 

text question. The extract will be printed 

on the paper.

1.5 hours
2 sections
50 marks
Closed book
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Section A
Poetry

What you are tested on?
q Your understanding of the text
q Your understanding of the context – if relevant.
q Your understanding of the meaning or message of the text as well as the writer’s intentions.
q Your understanding of the methods used by the writer and their effect.
q Your ability to show that you understand and can comment on language, structure and form. 
q Your ability to select and use relevant quotations.
q Your ability to formulate a personal response with regards to the question and write a clear, 

coherent, well-structured and accurate response. 

How to answer
1. Read the question and underline the focus
2. Make a note of what the poem is about – this will help to remind you of what to say about the 

techniques. You could also think about what kind of poem it is as this often links to the content. 
What are the themes/issues that are explored? What is the tone? What is the poet’s 
message/intention? What are the big ideas?

3. Read through the poem and highlight quotations that are relevant to the question. How do the 
techniques show the focus in the question? Aim for a mixture of L, S, F. Look out for ones that 
can be doubled up.

4. Do a brief plan. Attach quotations. Include your own key ideas. 

Your essay should have a brief introduction as well as clear points that answer the question and show 
how you are developing a personal response.

Which skills are needed?
o Understanding - Demonstrate a good knowledge of the what the poem is about; the tone; the 

speaker; the ideas expressed; and the themes.
o Analysis – detailed discussion of the methods used by the writer.
o Interpretation – how are you interpreting the poem? What are the deeper meanings?
o Personal response – your own ideas/views with regards to the poem and the question. Your 

ideas should be supported with relevant quotations. 

Success Criteria

Essay Checklist
Relevant point – What is shown in terms of the 
question? How are you responding to the question?
Embed and introduce the evidence or quotation
Explain the quotation in terms of your point and the 
question. What does the quotation show?
Use keywords from the question throughout
Analyse a technique that has been used – why has it 
been used? What is the effect?
Analyse the language used and discuss the 
connotations
Discuss the poet’s intention as a way of interpreting 
meaning
Link to context if relevant
Discuss the effect on the reader
Prove how your point/idea/quote is relevant by 
returning to the keywords in the question
Make sure your explanation, analysis and link are 
relevant to the quotation you used.
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Section BProse

What you are tested on?
q Your understanding of the text
q Your understanding of the context – if relevant.
q Your understanding of the meaning or message of the text as well as the writer’s intentions.
q Your understanding of the methods used by the writer and their effect.
q Your ability to show that you understand and can comment on language, structure and form. 
q Your ability to select and use relevant quotations or evidence.
q Your ability to formulate a personal response with regards to the question and write a clear, 

coherent, well-structured and accurate response. 

How to answer - extract

1.Read the question and DECONSTRUCT it. Highlight the 

keywords. What do they mean? What is your focus? Write these on 

top of the extract as this will keep you focused.

2.Read the extract. Where is it from? What is happening? Who is 

involved? Where is it? Why is it significant? What is the mood? 

What are the themes? What is the writer trying to show us and 

why? 

3.What are the big ideas? Brainstorm some ideas/keywords you 

could use.

4.Go through and highlight anything relevant to the question and 

your ideas.

5.What can you say about your examples? What do they show? 

Are there any patterns you can comment on? Can you link any 

quotes together? Analyse these in as much detail as you can.

6.Plan - eliminate any of your choices if you feel they are either 

irrelevant to the question, not strong enough or you are unsure 

what to say about them.

Which skills are needed?
o Understanding - Demonstrate a good 

knowledge of the what the text is about; 
the setting; action; context; characters; 
relationships; the ideas expressed; and 
the themes.

o Analysis – detailed discussion of the 
methods used by the writer.

o Interpretation – how are you interpreting 
the extract/event/character? What are the 
deeper meanings?

o Personal response – your own 
ideas/views with regards to the text and 
the question. Your ideas should be 
supported with relevant quotations or 
evidence. 

How to answer – full text

1. Read the question and 

DECONSTRUCT it. Highlight 

the keywords. What do they 

mean? What is your focus?

2. Brainstorm initial ideas (5 

minutes)

3. Plan your answer – choose the 

best ideas and select your 

evidence

4. Write up your answer

Unless you remember quotations, 

you will need to paraphrase.

Your essay should have a 
brief introduction as well 

as clear points that answer 
the question and show 

how you are developing a 
personal response.
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Section A
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My notes…
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